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ASSENT FORM [TEMPLATE ] 
 
 
Let us tell you who we are. 
 
EXAMPLE: 
My/Our name(s) is/are [Researcher's Name(s)], and I/we want to tell you about a study I/we am/are doing on [clearly and concisely describe the research in a way that is understandable to the participant]. 
It is OK for you to ask questions about anything we are telling you.  You can ask us questions now and anytime while the research is taking place. 
 
Why are we doing this study? 
 
EXAMPLE: 
A study is a way to find out how things work or to learn information about something.  We are conducting this study because [provide in lay terms the reasons why you are conducting this research].
 
Why are we asking you to participate in this study? 
 
EXAMPLE: 
Like other children, we are asking you to be in this study because [provide in lay terms the reasons why you are asking the child to participate in this research]. However, for you to be in this study we would also need to have your parent’s or legal guardian’s permission. 
 
You do not need to be in this study if you do not want to and no one will be upset about your decision. Also remember you can say OK now and then change your mind later while the study is taking place.  Just tell us or your parent or guardian if you want to stop being in the study. 
 
What will we ask you to do if you decide to participate in this study? 
Use simple terms to describe procedures to be employed, screening or exclusion tools, tests and/or treatments to be administered. Provide simple, easy-to-read and easy-to-understand examples. 
 
EXAMPLE: 
If you decide to be in this study and your parent or guardian also says yes, this is what we will ask you to do: 
You may choose to be in the study or not. You may choose to do, or stop doing, the activities described any time you want to. 
 
What may happen to you if you decide to be part in this study? 
Clearly state the risks and benefits for being part of this study. If no risks or benefits are expected, please state so. 
 
EXAMPLE: 
There is a chance during the study you could [clearly state what it may happen to the child]. 
 
 
Page Break 
 
 
Do you want to be in the study?   (Check “Yes” or “No,” or Circle the face) 
 
￼ Yes                                  ￼ No 
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Did we answer all your questions? (Check “Yes” or “No”) 
 
￼ Yes                           ￼ No 
 
 
 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Child’s Signature 
	 
	Date 

	 
	 

	Child’s Printed Name 
	

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Person Obtaining Consent’s Signature 
	 
	Date 

	 
	 
	 

	Person Obtaining Consent’s Printed Name 
 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


 
￼The child was capable of reading and understanding this form and has signed above as documentation of assent to take part in this study. 
￼The child was not capable of reading this form, but the information was verbally explained to the child.  The child signed above as documentation of assent to take part in this study. 
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